Introduction
Chimpanzee infants, like human infants, exhibit some emotional expressions in the first days of life, and additional expressions develop over the first months of life. [1] We know relatively little about the influence of the rearing environment on the development of emotional expression in chimpanzees (or in human infants [2] ). The specific aim of this study was to assess whether early rearing had an effect on development of emotional expressions in chimpanzees.
Methods

Subjects
Neonatal chimpanzees, placed in the nursery at birth due to inadequate maternal care, participated in this study. [3] Twenty-one chimpanzees were raised in a Standard Care (ST) nursery in which the philosophy was that social, emotional, and communicative needs of young chimpanzees would be met by being raised with sameaged peers, but that humans were necessary to provide for health needs. Sixteen chimpanzees were raised in the Responsive Care nursery (RC) with a different philosophy, specifically that specially trained humans would meet the infant's emotional, social and health needs. Moreover, these adult caregivers would act to enhance the development of chimpanzee species-typical communication. 
p<0.01).
The chimpanzee emotional system appears to develop in interaction with the emotional responsiveness of social partners. There were significant differences in some realms of emotional expression as a function of rearing environment. It appears that a more responsive rearing environment results in a more positively expressive infant, and less fussy infant [6] , effects which are evident even within the first weeks of life.
Minimally, the study suggests that early emotional interactions are important in the development of emotional expression.
